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What is the Knoxville Children’s Choir?

TheKnoxville Children® Choir is dedicated to thebdief that children are musically expressive and deserve
the oppotunity to explore and develop thar abilities in a suppotive, nurturing, and funfilled environment. The
program is committed to muscal and educationd excellence. Its god isto hdp youngsinge's reach their fullest
potential as self-confident, creative peformers and as well-informed, critically astute and enthusastic
appreciators of mudc. KCC desires to share with its members and audiences alike the uniqueness and joy of
communication throughmusc.

Sinceitsfoundingin 1996 KCC has served hundeds of students, grades 4 and above from Knoxville and
surrounding couniies, and has developed into thearea@ finest children@ choral program. Members are educated
in vocal and choral techniques, ear training, sight snging, movement and effective public speaking and
dramatic presentation. Their mudcal pdates are honed throughexposure to a smorgasbord of voca styles,
induding classical and contemporary choral literature, multicultural repertoire, folk song, spirituds, jazz and
popubr musc.

Thechoir singsthroughouttheyear at community and charitable events. theannud Clayton Holiday
Concerts with the Knoxville SymphonyOrchestra, the Fantasy of Trees for Children@ Hogpital and the Rossini
Festival spon®red by the Knoxville Opera Company. It has appeared with the Knoxville Choral Sodety, the
Knoxville SymphonyY outh Orchestra and the Appdachian Ballet Company. Its members are seen regularly in
Knoxville Opera Company produdions It presents an annud Spring Show for hundedsof area schod children
and has performed in the Bahamas, Orlando, Cinannai, New Y ork, Bogon, Chicago, Williamsburg, Biltmore
House and Disney World.

KCC isanon-profit organization and a member of the Arts and Cultural Alliance of Knoxville. Its Directors
are members of the American Choral Directors Assodation, the Musc Educators Nationd Conference, the
Tennessee Music Educators Assodation, Tennessee Vocal Assodation and theNationd Assodation of
Teacheas of Singing.

Rehearsal schedule & location

K CC has two choirs and they rehearse on Tuesday(Apprentice grades 1-3) from 6:00-6:45 and Thursday
eveningq Choir grades 4 and up) at the University of Tennessee School of Music. Thechoir asawhade
rehearses from 5:30-7:00 and its Advanced Ensemble continues rehearsal until 8:00. The choir may aso
rehearse one Saturday each month from 10:00 am. Bnoon. Rehearsals will beannouned as needed.

Supplemental rehearsals

In organizationssuch as ours, every year is different, and sometimes performance oppotunities come out of
theblue Inaddition, preparing an hourlong spring produdionis a hugeundetaking that requires a great deal
of preparation. We will, therefore, need to have occasiond supplemental rehearsals as we prepare for particular
engagements, and ask tha you do your best to attend when an extrarehearsal iscaled. They will generaly be
hdd on Tuesday eveningsor Saturday morningsat a location to be arranged. We will endeavor to have no more
than two extrarehearsalsin any given month except prior to our spring performances, when there may be
congecutive Saturdays and/or Tuesdays. We appreciate your coopeation as we strive for excellence.




Rehearsal dress
Members should wear comfortable school clothing to rehearsal, except on special occasionswhen we will
request tha members wear KCC T-shirts.

KCC "Kick-off" camp

We will hold akick-off camp in Augug to get theyear started right Thiscamp isinduded in your tuition
fees, andisrequired attendance for al choir members who are in town. It will bean intensve week of
rehearsals allowing usto get ajump-start on our holiday material. 1t a fun-filled week of activitiesto hdp us
get to know oneanother. KCC kick off week will behdd at the University of Tennessee music building, the
week of August 7, 8, 10 & 11 Monday, Tuesday, Thursday-Friday 5:30-7:00 pm. MARK YOUR
CALENDARS! There will be a parent/chorister meeting Friday night at 7:00 at which time we will
review details of the season and sign the required commitment forms. Information regarding fundraisers

(starting in October) and our end-of-year trip will be distributed and discussed. The meeting will
conclude by 8:00.

Performance plans

The choir will spend the Christmag/holiday season sharing our Gnusical holiday cheerOat variouslocations
aroundtown, finishing out the hdiday season with three performances with the Knoxville SymphonyOrchestra
(Seelongrangecalenda).

In Januay, rehearsals begin for a spectacular KCC produdion to be presented in May to the community at
large. Professiond soundand lighting technicians, combined with our cast of Gemi-prosOwill make this
concert amug-see event! Children who begin the rehearsal season with us are required to commit to
season performances. It is unacceptable to rehearse for four months and then decide not to perform.
Preparation for arts events is different from preparation for, for indance, soccer or wrestling. The big "pay off"
comes after monthsof work in art, where with sports, the"pay off" comes at weekly games. Perseverance is
essentiall Promotion of such events will begin this summer and any idesas, inputor OnfluenceOyoumay have
in thearea of bookings peformance oppotunities, etc., is aways welcome.

Concert dress

We have formal dresses for thegirls and vests for theboys Therental feeisinduded in your
registrationfee. During the Christmas season we will also be asked to sing throughoutthe community in
CChristmas AttireQ Thisindudes sweaters, scarves, and has that you mug provide Please keep thisin mind
as we come closer to the Christmas season.

Behavior

We like to maintain alight-hearted, fun environment in our rehearsals, however, becoming a performer
requires concentration and self-discipline Rehearsals will begin promptly at 5:30 pm (unless otherwise noted)
and will beactive and intense. We expect members to exhibit appropriate behavior, demondrating respect for
thar ingructors and thar peers (which indudes coopeation, participaion, enthusasm and attitude).
Consequences of ingppropriate behavior may range fromtime-outduring rehearsals to loss of solosor other
member privileges, induding possible removd from a peformance! Should a member be asked to leave the
choir pemanently, there will beno monedary refund.

In cases of misbehavior, memberswill first be given awarning by ther indructor. A second offense during
the same rehearsal will require that the child be removed from rehearsal and a call home will follow. If the same
disruptive behavior occurs at subsequent rehearsals, the child will be put on probaion and the parents will be
notified. If theundesirable behavior continues, the child will bedismissed from the program with no mondary
refund.



We bdieve moraleis best built in a postive work environment and that parents as well as choir members
and ingructors make a big differencel We ask tha all participantsin our program strive toward the postive,
avoiding the backbiting, negative comparisonstha can so easily destroy the joyful environment we strive to
build. We encourage attitudes of GRATEFULNESS, focusng on the wondeful oppatunities we have to share
our gifts with our community!

Selection of soloists, and special events

We strive to befair and impartia in the selection of soloists, featured small groups special speakers, etc.
We will, however, have thefind word in these matters, keeping in mindthe overall qudity of our peformance,
theattitudeof thase being consdered, ourlongrange plans and the patticular strengths of each choir member.
Thank youfor your suppot where these rather tediousand sometimes senstive matters are concerned.

On rare occasionswe are honoled with oppatunities to provide children for special concert events, such as
an opaawith the Knoxville Opera Company, or aconcert with a celebrity who mightbein town. They may
require 10 voices or 100, depending onthar needs We will choos children, according to voice pat and vocal
qudity for the particular venueand, mog importantly, attitudeand dependability. Members who are selected
will berequired to attend all rehearsals outside of regular KCC rehearsal time, alongwith all scheduled
performances. An understudy will replace any child who is selected and chooses not to attend slated
rehearsals and performances. It isimperative that our company isreliable and professiond, and that we
maintain attitudes of gratefulness for oppotunitiestha come our way.

Parent Responsibilities
1. Please doyour best to see that your child rehearses regularly at home, arrives at rehearsals ontime, and

is prompt and prepared for all performances. Don®forget to contact Teresaif your child will betardy or

absent from arehearsa or performance.

Please see tha tuition payments are paid ontime.

From time to time we may have need of your assistance in performing simple clerical tasks, making

phonecalls, cogume fitting, hdping out at fundraisers, etc. We hopeyou will bewillingto pitchin

when you are available. We will have sign up sheets for hdpers at the parent meeting on Augug 5.

4. It isunacceptable for choristers to drop out mid-season. We spend months creating Qpieces of artOto
present at the end of the semester. It creates a hardship for uswhen we cannotcounton our singesto
Ginish the paintingCbefore they decide to moveon to another project. Please encourage your child to
follow throughin higher commitment to our organization.
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Please be aware that while we peform in big fancy venues, we are nota big fancy company with loads of
corporate spon®rs and a hugeactive boad of directors. We are asmall company! All clerical work,
bookkesping, filing, phoring (andthelist goes onand on) are doneby Teresa, Jill and Kristi alongwith
your volunteer hdp. Please stand with usas we strive to provide something wondeful for our children and
for our community. We are the only organization of ourkindin theareal

KCC Staff

In additionto occasiond guest ingructors, condudors and clinicians KCC has aregular staff of highly
gudified professionds:

- Teresa Scoggins Artistic Director

- Dr. Jill Lageberg, Co-Director

- Kristi Hall, Busness Manager



KCC Board

Dr. Angda Batey, University of Tennessee, Assodate Director of Choral Activities

Ms. Tammie Newsome, Dean, American Guild of Organists

Dr. Debra Sousa, University of Tennessee, School of Musdc Ingructor of Musc Education
Dr. David Stutzenbeger, University of Tennessee, Director of Choral Activities

Fees

Fees - Read below and bring any questions to Teresa.

- Please make checks payable to KCC.

- Registration fee - Theonetime registration fee covers cosume rental, oneKCC T-shirt, sheet musc
and general opeaating expenses. Registration fees are due Augug 7, 2006 and are as follows:
Apprentice Choir $50 and Choir $150. A processing fee of $2500isimmediately nonrefundale,
thebdance of the Registration fees are non-refundable after August 30, 2006.

- Tuition fees - cover staff salaries and monthly overhead. Tuitionfees are $300(Apprentice) and $600
(choir) for theyear. Theyear@tuitionis split into four equd payments; $75(Apprentice) $125(choir)
Theduedates for these payments are theweek of: September 5, 2006 November 7, 2006, January
9, 2007, and March 27, 2007.

Mary Lou O’Hern Scholarship Fund
This scholarship fund has been established in hona of KCC@ founde, Mary Lou O®ern. This
scholarship was devel opal to offer singea's 1/2 tuition to enable as many singe's as possible with the
ability to paticipae in KCC. Thisscholarship does notindudeyour registrationfee. For more
information on the scholarship, please see Teresa, or Krigti.

Other expenses
- KCC sweatshirts are available for children or adults for $2000 - thisis optiond.
Information will be sent outto you when we are ready to order sweatshirts.
- Members need to purchase a notebookin which to keep thar musc. All musc may be hole punded
and placed into thefolder.
Music
Chorigters are required to take care of al musdc, consdeing theexpense involved. All marksin the
musc mug beneat and legible. Torn music may be taped. Lost music charge is $3.00 per piece. A list of al
music distributed will bein each charister@ folder and every child will be assigned amusic number. Choristers
need to bring 2 sharpened pendls and ther foldersto every rehearsal.

Attendance

Attendance at al rehearsals, concerts, tours, etc. isnecessary if we are to maintain our standardsand
achieve our gods. Theonly acceptable excuses are illness, afamily emergency or arequired school event that
extendsinto an evening rehearsal.

If achorister is absent more than three times in a semester for any reason, the chorister and parent mugt
speak with Teresa before returning to rehearsals.

MANDATORY EVENTS: Dress Rehearsals and performances are mandatory. Failure to attend these events
will result in dismissal from the choir. Exceptions School event or extreme illness or family emergency.

It is important to make it clear that EVERY student/family who has made the choice to be a KCC
member will have other activities arise that the member may wish to participate in. We will do our best



to cooperate with you when conflicts arise (particularly for Saturday morning sports conflicts), but we
expect that you will make KCC a priority if your singer expects to get to perform when show time rolls
around. Before signing your commitment form or signing up for other activities, please check your KCC
long-range calendar carefully.

As parents ourselves, we undestand your hectic schedules. We undestand that youwill have scheduling
conflicts fromtime to time. Chronic tardiness and absenteeism may result in loss of rehearsal privilege, or
removd from a paticular peformance. If a chorister is tardy 3 times that will count as 1 absence. A chorister
must be in the rehearsal room ready to begin at 5:30 or they will be counted tardy. Our rehearsalswill be
packed with material, guest speakers and skill-building activities. Thanksfor your coopeation!

Choir members who have more than 3 absences in a rehearsal season (August-December and January-May)
will not be permitted to perform, unless special arrangements are made with Teresa and Dr. J, and/or the
child passes a solo exam on all music. Wha we are doing in our organization is not of average difficulty! We
don'tsmply "learn songs: We are training "vocal athletes,®olid muscians, and enseemble singes. Itis
important that every family consder our standadsbefore committing to the program.

Bi-Annual trip
Every other year wetake a 3-5 day trip in early June As aways our mgjor trip consgderationsare:

¥ Cod!
¥ Sdfety - travel escort, night security in hotels, etc.
¥ Tour highlights - badance "fun" activities with educationd hot spots
¥ Qudity performance venues
We will give you extensve ddails during kick-off week or as soonas possible so you can make your plans
and finandal arrangements immediately. There will beat least two fundraisersto hdp pay for your trip.

Questions and concerns

At any time throughou the year, please do not hesitate to communicate any questionsor concernsyou may
have. It isimportant to ustha we take care of any misundestanding or problem early onto avoid the potential
repercussionsof unresolved resentment and conflict. Teresamay bereached at 387-0211, or before or after any
KCC rehearsal or fundion. Remember: We cannotaddress your concernsif you do not let them be known!
Y our children are very importantto ud We do ask tha you reserve any lengthy concernsto atime outside of
rehearsals.

Thanks! Thanks! Thanks!

Thank youfor consdering KCC for your muscal performance activity! We are committed to providing an
excellent program for Knoxville area youth and fedl very fortunae tha you have entruged uswith your
children. Thebendfits of a program such as thiswill last alifetime! Please remember: You have joined a
TEAM. Wetrain togehea. We sweat togeher. We PERFORM togeher and we have FUN togeher.



